--------SPECIAL RULES UPDATE FROM CONVENTION--------

--------ONLINE TRAINING FOR ELECTRONIC TIMING SYSTEMS-------POTOMAC VALLEY SWIMMING MISSION STATEMENT
Potomac Valley Swimming (PVS) shall promote swimming and foster equal access for
competitive opportunities for the benefit of swimmers of all ages and abilities, in
accordance with the standards, rules, regulations, policies and procedures of the
Federation Internationanale de Natation (FINA), USA Swimming (USA-S) and PVS and
its Articles of Incorporation. The objectives and primary purpose of PVS shall be the
education and assurance of instruction and training of individuals to develop and
improve their capabilities in the sport of swimming.

Swimmers are back in the pool and we’ve already had nine meets and more than 20
officials’ clinics. The new season is definitely in full swing. The end of 2016 will be
here before you know it, so please make sure you get your registration and
certifications up-to-date by then. There are many more meets in 2016 if you haven’t
met your session requirement for recertification.
I attended the USA Swimming Convention last month. One of the main items of
business at the convention is discussing and voting on new rule changes. See the
article below about the new or updated rules. None of the technical stroke rules
were changed this year.

Convention is also a time when I get to network with officials from other parts of the
country. Whether in formal meetings, or in small informal gathering in the hallways
or restaurants, there is a lot of information shared. I always come away with new
ideas to make PVS meet better. And I can’t forget to mention that PVS official Bob
Vincent was elected as the new Treasurer for USA Swimming. Congratulations Bob!
I know USA Swimming’s finances will be in good hands.

The 59 LSC Officials Chairs and the USA Swimming Officials Committee also get
together quarterly for a conference call. The committee shares what they have been
up to for the last three months, and the LSC Chairs have a chance to ask questions of
the committee. There is a new Mentors workshop this weekend in Chicago and PVS
will have representatives there. I’m sure there will be a newsletter article about that
in the coming months. We were also informed on the call that the N2 certification
program for Administrative Officials is almost in place. This will provide an
advancement path for our dry-side officials.

I hope to see you at one of the meets soon. Email me your comments and questions
anytime.
Tim Husson
OfficialsChair@pvswim.org

Officials considering purchasing their own radio often approach me asking about the
specifications of the radios Potomac Valley and many PVS teams use at their meets.
The PVS radios are Midland GXT1000VP4 radios (but any GMRS radio is compatible).
PVS officials who certify as a Chief Judge, a Referee or an Administrative Official
receive a headset from the PVS Officials Committee. If you are interested in
purchasing your own headset, any headset compatible with the Midland GMRS radio
can be used with PVS radios. You can select the headset style that works for you,
here are a few examples:
•
•
•
•
•

In-ear earpiece with microphone headset pair
Over ear earpiece with boom microphone headset pair
Behind the head earpiece with boom microphone headset pair
Over the head earpiece with boom microphone headset pair
In-ear earpiece with microphone and optional earmold headset

Have you wanted to learn how to operate the timing system (Colorado) but just
haven’t been able to make it to a clinic? Do you have friends who want to become
officials but haven’t been able to make it to an in-person clinic? The PVS Officials’
Committee has now developed online training for Electronic Timing System

Operator. This training is now available. The training does not require going to a
clinic. It can be done online, on your own time, at your own pace!

The training encompasses reviewing a number of slides, videos and handouts (which
you will be able to print yourself). The timing system manufacturer, Colorado Time
Systems, prepared some of the videos. And some of the videos are home grown! The
presentation is posted on the PVS website on the Officials page under Training
Materials.
What’s required in order to complete the training?
• A computer that can access the internet and play videos
• Access to a printer so you can print out the training materials (but if that’s a
problem, I can mail them to you!)
• About 2 hours or so…. (can be broken up into short sessions)
• An interest in becoming involved as a volunteer official in PVS

The Officials’ Committee will still continue to hold in-person clinics for Electronic
Timing System Operators. If this program is very popular, however, we may
decrease the number of in-person clinics for this position. We will ask each person
who completes the online training to fill out a brief survey. Based on the feedback,
we will adjust our clinic schedule to meet the needs of the local swim community.
If this program is successful, we also hope to develop an online clinic for Computer
Operator (to learn how to operate Hy-Tek Meet Manager at PVS meets). So stay
tuned!
Questions – feel free to email Barb@ships3.com

Date

Clinic

Location

Time

Computer-Based
Training

Timing System
Operator

Register for this clinic

Any time

Wednesday
October 5
Saturday
October 8
Saturday
October 8
Saturday

Stroke & Turn

Tuesday
October 4

Stroke & Turn

Starter

Stroke and Turn
Chief Judge

On-Line Clinic
Pre-Registration is
Required
Fairland

Herndon Community
Center
Herndon Community
Center
Herndon Community

7:00 - 9:30 PM
6:30 - 9:00 PM

8:00 - 10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM

October 8
Saturday
October 8
Sunday
October 9
Sunday
October 9
Sunday
October 9
Tuesday
October 18

Wednesday
October 19
Thursday
October 20
Thursday
October 20

Wednesday
October 26
Saturday
Nov. 5
Saturday
Nov. 5
Saturday
Nov. 5
Saturday
Nov. 5
Saturday
Nov. 5
Sunday
Nov. 6
Saturday
November 19
Saturday
November 19
Saturday
November 19

Stroke & Turn
(Recert Only)
Timing System
Operator
Hy-Tek Computer
Operator
Administrative Official
Referee

Stroke& Turn

Stroke & Turn

Administrative Official
(Recert Only)
Starter

Stroke & Turn
(Recert Only)
Starter
Chief Judge

Center
** Cancelled **
Herndon Community
Center
Herndon Community
Center
Herndon Community
Center
On-Line Clinic
Pre-Registration is
Required
KSAC
Univ. of MD

On-Line Clinic
Pre-Registration is
Required
KSAC
** Cancelled **
** Cancelled **
** Cancelled **

Referee

*** RESCHEDULED
FOR NOV 6 ***
** Cancelled **

Referee

Overlee

Administrative Official
Starter

Oak Marr

Administrative Official

Univ. of MD

Stroke and Turn

Oak Marr

3:00 - 5:00 PM

9:00 - 11:00 AM

NOON - 2:00 PM
2:30 - 4:30 PM
7:00 - 9:00 PM
6:30 - 9:00 PM
6:30 - 9:00 PM
7:00 - 9:00 PM
7:00 - 9:00 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM

12:00- 2:00 PM

8:00 - 10:00 AM

10:15 AM - 12:45 PM
7:00 - 9:00 PM

In a 200-meter backstroke event, the referee blows the first long whistle. The
swimmer in lane 3 leaps as far as he can into the pool and slowly sinks to the bottom
of the pool. He slowly rises to the surface moving farther away from the start end
after which the referee blows the second long whistle. While the other seven
swimmers assume a position at the wall, the lane 3 swimmer very slowly swims to
the wall and very slowly assumes a starting position. The starter asks that the
swimmer in lane 3 be disqualified for delay of the meet. The referee concurs and the
swimmer is disqualified.

Question: Is this a correct call?

Every year at the United States Aquatic Convention (something everyone should try
to attend) the House of Delagates votes on possible rule changes. This can be very
challenging as there are different requirements, depending upon the type of rule
change. It could be something as simple as fixing a grammatical error to changing
our ByLaws. Each comes with a different set of requirements. This three part series
will take a look at the apopted amendments from September’s convention.

Recommended Resolution: This is a call that requires good judgment from the
referee. Did the swimmer delay so much that he was creating a problem for the other
swimmers? Swimmers have different ways to prepare to race and you don’t want to

interfere with that unless it negatively affects other competitors. An alternative to a
DQ might be to discuss the situation after the race with the swimmer and/or the
coach. This is especially useful for the first occurrence of this type of activity. Is the
call correct? It might be but this is a situation that can only be decided on site.
Applicable Rule: 101.1.5A, 101.1.2A

***Click on the Upcoming Meets Banner to see the latest Information
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
Date

Meet

7-9

JP Popovich Memorial Invitational
(SNOW)

7-8
8-9
14-16
22
22-23
22-23
22-23

Red & Black Invitational (UMAC)
Harvest Moon (HACC)
PVS October Open (PVS)
Ghouls & Goblins Mini Meet (PM)
MSSC Fall Senior Meet (MSSC)
Fall Gator Mini Meet (AAC)
SDS Monster Mash (SDS)

6
11-13
12-13
12-13
18-20
18-20
19-20

Triple Distance Challenge (UMAC)
National Age Group Challenge (RMSC)

19
20

7-9

29

29-30
29-30
30

RMSC October Kickoff (RMSC)

DPR Mini Green & Gold (DCPR)
1650 Meet (RMSC)

Date
5-6
6

19-20

30-3

Meet
DPR Fall Distance Meet (DCPR)
November Friendship Mini Meet
(YORK)
Rock Hopper Penguin Fall (PAC)
PVS November Open (PVS)
Autumn Mini (RMSC)
500/1000 Distance Meet (RMSC)
Swim & Rock (SDS)
RMSC November Invitational (RMSC)
Odd Ball Challenge (FAST)
Speedo Eastern States Senior Circuit #2
(OCCS)
Pre-Holiday Mini Meet (OCCS)
Pilgrim Mini Meet (NCAP)
AT&T Winter National Championships
(USA Swimming) - Atlanta, GA

Sharing in Olympic Success
I suspect most of us we’re in front of the TV this past August, cheering the
performance of the U.S. Olympic Swim Team at the Rio Olympics. And what a
performance it was: Our Olympic swimmers won 33 total medals, 16 of them gold.
U.S. swimmers broke 3 World Records and 7 American Records. The U.S. had a
finalist in 25 of the 26 individual events. Truly a remarkable performance, one in
which the entire swimming community can take great pride.

As PVS officials, we get an opportunity to see some of these athletes up close,
especially if you work LSC Championship, Zone, Sectional, or National meets. But
whether or not you’re on deck at higher level competitions, you share a part of the
U.S. Olympic swimming success.

When we know no one is watching, we human beings can often slip into bad habits
and occasionally cut corners—it’s human nature. The fact that there are
knowledgeable officials on deck observing our athletes at all meets helps to ensure
that good habits are learned, practiced, and ingrained. It indicates that we have the
high expectation that all competitors will swim in accordance with the rules,
regardless of age or level of experience. It assures swimmers, coaches, and parents
that safe, fair, and equitable competition is occurring. It signals that the hard work
and dedication of these athletes is recognized, appreciated, and celebrated. It
proclaims that the generous spirit of volunteerism is alive and well.
By serving as a volunteer official at any level, you are an essential part of what USA
Swimming calls “America’s Swim Team,” helping to make our swimmers better
athletes and better people. You never know which one of those mini meet
participants will make it to the Olympics, or who will provide the competition that
drives another swimmer make it. And you are an indispensable part of the process.
Thank you for all you did to support Olympic success in 2016 and beyond!

